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Mommy, where do interns come 

from? 

• Paid position—up to $10 per hour. 

• Advertise open positions. 

• Get them early (freshman/sophomore 

year). Then try to keep them. 

• Work-study is essentially free. 

I’ve never worked with a student writer who 

had any formal journalism training. 

• Typically work 10-15 hours per week. 



Why target young interns? 

• From junior in H.S. to 

recent graduate. 

• Fewer misconceptions 

to undo. 

• Plenty of time for mind 

changing. 

• Not committed to slate of 

activities. 



First conversation: 

The disclaimer. 

I am not an educator. 

I will do my best to explain things to you. 

If you don’t understand, it’s probably my fault. 

 (But it’s not my job.) 



What does a student writer 

do all day? 

Gofer work/transcriptions 

Start on small stories 

(awards, notices, advances, etc.) 

Work up to take on more fully 

developed research features 

Find a story that will allow time for 

development.  

 “My roommate thought that I was bringing people coffee all day.” 



Conceptual differences 

Academic writing vs. journalistic idiom 

1. Academic writing: Reader knows more than the 

writer. 

 Journalism: Writer knows more than the reader. 

3. Role of writer—A.W.: Expositor / J.I.: Describer 

2. Source citing—A.W.: MLA, etc. / J.I.: Attribution 
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First conversation: 
The narrative building blocks 

The direct quote 

The indirect quote 

Unattributed description/explanation 
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Student-written features 

Framing conversation with source. 
• Discuss/decide the story. 

• Any issues with researcher? 
• Determine if a student can handle it. 

 
Working with student writer. 

• Talk out the story. 

• Any issues with researcher? 

• Determine if the student can handle it. 

• Research or preparation necessary. 

 



Student-written features 

Goals: 

• Understand topic. 

• Secure quotes. 

 

 

Pre-interview coaching. 

• Student prepares list of questions. 

• Let the subject do the talking. 

• Remember: It’s an interview, not a  

student-faculty conference. 

 

 

Knotty concept: 

Formulate the question to elicit a response, not just to get an answer. 



The metallurgical approach 

Courtney’s draft lede: 

(Write something, then beat on it.) 

Around three hundred billion times colder than 
the fresh April breeze, (seventy billion times 
colder than liquid nitrogen and a billion times 
colder than the vacuum of space), the small 
collection of ultra-cold atoms constitute one of 
the coldest spots in our universe. However, 
according to Seth Aubin, these atoms are still not 
quite cold enough. “We’re not yet the coldest in 
Virginia, but we’re getting there” explained 
Aubin. “Right now, the coldest is at UVA, but 
we’re gonna give them a run for their money.” 
Aubin estimates that his atoms will be the 
coldest in the state within the next six months.  

A collection of atoms in the 
basement of Small Hall are a 
billion times colder than the 
vacuum of space. It’s one of the 
coldest spots in the universe, 
but it’s not cold enough just 
yet.  
 

After hammering: 

Courtney Wickel, now a curator 
in the Smithsonian 





Some common issues 

Name of institution.  

Titles for faculty/researchers. (What’s a post-doc?) 

Mention of centers, schools, departments, programs. 

I don’t oppress them too much with AP or other style.  

Getting the details; getting them right. 



Some common issues 

This summer, students at the College of William and Mary participated in a 
field school focused on the Brafferton. Today, the building serves as the 
central administration office, home offices of the President and Provost, and a 
crucial part of the historic campus. In the 18th century, it was the Indian 
school. Under the direction of Mark Kostro, Ph.D. student at the College and 
staff archaeologist at Colonial Williamsburg, field school students excavated 
the two-meter area around the building. Meanwhile, the field school taught 
students how and why they dug up that particular area.  

Front-loading the copy 

Andrea wrote (not a lede): 





Some common issues 

Strange and unsuitable infatuations 

Boarding a plane to spend a week in a foreign 
archive has a certain effect on someone. The 
research group that travelled to Pamplona might 
as well be their own family now as they talk and 
laugh about their experience together. 
 

Justine’s lede: 

Justine Whelan, second-year 
intern 





Some common issues 

Verbs.  

Tenses of verbs. 

Where to hang attribution in direct quotes. 

To attribute or not to attribute? 

Attribution! 



Improving their work 

The comfy chairs 

Alla, a math and government major, 
joined me as a freshman. 



Improving their 

work 

Show them 
some of your 
own writer’s 

tricks 

The 

embroidered 

series 



Improving their work 

Play a few rounds of  

Search & Destroy the Pronoun 



Improving their work 

Transitions 

Original: “Sometimes the cases are so enormous you get into them and you get lost, 

you’re not sure what you’re reading by whom” says Homza. “It’s not as if there are little 
subsections with sticky notes telling you what comes next.” 
 
Homza and her students also caught up with retired archivist, mentor, and friend Don Jose 
Luis Sales Tirapiu before departing Spain. Tirapiu is credited with building the Archivo 
Diocesano de Pamplona to be what it is today.  
 

Revised: “Sometimes the cases are so enormous you get into them and you get lost, 

you’re not sure what you’re reading by whom” says Homza. “It’s not as if there are little 
subsections with sticky notes telling you what comes next.” 
 
Students may not have sticky notes, but they do have the help and support of the 
archivists who are able to lend a helping hand or even just a word of encouragement. 
That’s why Homza and her students made it a point to catch up with … 



Goals 

1. Make them comfortable in their own writer’s skins 

 • Increased confidence 

 • Increased competence 

 • Begin to write deliberately 

 

 
2. Have them understand the vicissitudes of the craft 

 • Almost never a single “right way” 

 • It seems formulaic, but each piece is different 

 • The requirements of different writing idioms 

 

 3. Produce some good stories! 
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Hope this has 

been helpful. 
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