Podcast Interviewing tips

· Listen to lots of podcasts and pay attention to inflection, tone and pace.

· An audio interview has a different purpose than an interview for print. When you’re interviewing for print, you’re gathering information; when you’re doing an audio interview, you’re after distinctive sound bites to illustrate the information you have, not information itself (although sometimes you end up with both).
· Pay attention to the room you’re in. Empty rooms with hard surfaces are bad. Be aware of ambient hums. 

· Record one minute of silence at the interview location (background noise) to lay under the podcast as needed.

· Wear headphones when you’re out in the field so you can hear yourself.

· Start your podcast off with a teaser so the listener will want to stick around until the end.

· Speak more dramatically than you normally would.  While it might feel funny, you don’t have any visuals to add that punch. Smiling while you talk really makes a difference—it makes you sound more enthusiastic.

· Women—try to keep your voice low. It will get higher pitched when you are nervous.

· When your interview subject has a thick accent, ask them to speak slowly, or reiterate what they say after they answer a question.

· If a person rambles on too long, say something like, “That’s a really great answer, but we need something a little shorter for our podcast. Do you think you can give me that answer again, but shorter?” Or have an agreed-upon gesture you can make when they are starting to run too long.

· The end of the interview is often your best time. People are relaxed and speak more. Always ask, “Is there anything we missed?”

· Consider having a standard question or two that you ask every interviewee. For example, Chuck Kazilek of ASU’s “Ask a Biologist” asks at the end of every interview,  “If you weren’t a biologist, what else would you want to be?” People have commented that they look forward to hearing the answer in each podcast.

· If you don’t ask a question right during an interview, re-ask it at the end of the session (while still in the location where the interview took place) and then just drop it in where it belongs. Don’t wait until you return to your office to re-ask—the background noise will sound different.

