Podcasting Equipment and Software

Editing software:

Adobe Audition

http://www.adobe.com/products/audition/
Runs around $349 (possibly discounted for educational use)

Garage Band (Mac)

http://www.apple.com/ilife/garageband/
Sound Forge

http://www.sonymediasoftware.com/Products/ShowProduct.asp?PID=961
Audacity (PC/Windows - Mac – Linux)

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
Free, but the MP3 encoder is not as good as Audition and overall the software is not as powerful as Audition)

 

Recorders:

Zoom H2 Handy Digital Recorder from Samson. 

http://www.samsontech.com/products/productpage.cfm?prodID=1916

Less than $200.00

Portable recorder – H4 Zoom

http://www.samsontech.com/products/productpage.cfm?prodID=1901
About $250.00

Marantz PMD660 (higher end)

http://www.proaudiosuperstore.com/marantz-pmd660.html
M-Audio, from Avid 

http://www.m-audio.com/products/en_us/MicroTrack2496-main.html
Under $500.00

 

Microphone:

Audio Technica ATM 33a (good match for H4 recorder)

http://www.zzounds.com/item--AUTATM33A
Around $160

Electrovoice 635N/D-B 

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/bnh/controller/home?A=details&kw=EL635NDB&is=REG&Q=&O=productlist&sku=76670
Around $130

(For more information on microphones, see “What Microphone Do I Get?”

http://www.transom.org/tools/recording_interviewing/200106.microphones.jtowne.html)

Also purchase a windscreen for the microphone if it does not come with one.

Don’t forget to get a cable too! Not all are the same, so be sure to get one that matches the microphone requirements and recorder. For example does it need an XLR male to female cable, or an XLR male to ¼ inch audio jack. Also check to see if the cable needs to be balanced.

Headphones:

A good quality set of headphones will make editing your podcasts much easier and also improve the final quality of the podcast. Be sure to get studio monitor type headphones. These are over-the-ear headphones and not ear buds.

Inexpensive (under $50)

Sony MDR-V150

JVC HA-G101

Medium ($20-$100)

Sennheiser HD-201

Sennheiser HD-280

High-end (over $100)

Bose QuietComfort 2 Acoustic Noise Cancelling

 

Transcription Service:

Castingwords.com 

This service provides excellent transcriptions as long as you are not under a time constraint. Podcast subscription rate is 0.45 per minute, or about $13 for a 30-minute show.

 
