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Reasons for reading 
%"in"each"age"group"who"read"for"the"following"reasons"

(
Source:+����	�����
�������� �����������#������
��������	��������������
����������������%&+December(
21,(2011.(N=2,986(respondents(ages(16(and(older.(Interviews(were(conducted(in(English(and(Spanish(and(
on(landline(and(cells.((

As(shown(above,(respondents(ages(16+29(are(somewhat(less(likely(than(adults(30(and(older(to(say(they(
read(for(pleasure;(76%(of(those(younger(than(30(read(for(this(reason,(compared(with(81%(of(adults(30(
and(older.(

Reading for pleasure 
%"in"each"age"group"who"read"for"pleasure"

(
Source:+����	�����
�������� �����������#(American(Life(Reading(Habits(Survey,(November(16+
December(21,(2011.(N=2,986(respondents(ages(16(and(older.(Interviews(were(conducted(in(English(and(
Spanish(and(on(landline(and(cells.((

Younger(Americans,(particularly(high(schoolers,(are(more(likely(than(older(age(groups(to(say(they(read(to(
keep(up(with(current(events(!�������������������"(while(older(adults(are(more(likely(to(say(they(do(so(
every(day((and(are(more(likely(to(read(for(this(reason(overall).(
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� 45%(of(magazine(and(journal(readers(under(age(30(read(their(magazines(or(journals(on(a(
computer(or(handheld(devices(such(as(a(tablet,(e@reader,(or(cell(phone,(compared(with(30%(of(
older(adults.(

Portrait of news/newspaper readers and magazine/journal readers 
The$%$of$those$ages$16+$in$each$group$who$regularly$read$this$kind$of$material$

(
Source:(����	�����
��������#�����������'������
��������	��������������
���� !����������)*@December(21,(
2011.(N=2,986(respondents(ages(16(and(older.(Interviews(were(conducted(in(English(and(Spanish(and(on(landline(
and(cells.((
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books. 

We(asked(those(who(read(e@books(and(those(who(read(digital(versions(of(newspapers,(magazines,(and(
journals(whether(the(availability(of(content(in(this(relatively(new(format(prompted(them(to(spend(more(
time(reading(now,(compared(with(the(past.(Overall,(43%(of(Americans((and(47%(of(those(under(age(30)(
read(long@form(e@content(such(as(books,(magazines(or(newspapers.(Some(30%(of(all(these(e@content(
readers,(and(40%(of(those(under(age(30,(say(that(they(spend(more(time(reading(than(they(used(to(due(
to(the(availability(of(e@content.(Just(28%(of(e@content(readers(over(age(30(say(they(are(reading(more(due(
to(the(availability(of(digital(content.(

$�������������������������������������
����������@������!%���
������@�������������������"�$������������
by(having(an(e@reader(I(have(developed(a(habit(of(reading(in(my(spare(time((it's(very(convenient(to(take(
my(e@��������������&�������������
������������������������������� �����
�!%��������"($������������
because(I(read(when(I(would(normally(not(have(a(book(and(be(wasting(time,%(another(college@aged(
respondent(said,(such(as(when(he(has(to(wait(in(a(line(or(during(the(10@minute(break(between(classes.(In(
fact,(many(respondents(of(all(ages(said(that(they(enjoyed(reading(a(few(pages(throughout(the(day(on(
their(cell(phones,(although(the(practice(is(more(common(among(younger(readers.(
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Book formats read in the past year, by age group 
%"of"all"Americans"in"each"age"group"who"read"a"book"in"each"format"in"the"past"12"
months."For"instance,"77%"of"Americans"ages"16?17"read"a"print"book"in"the"past"year."

(
Source:+����������
�������� �����������%������
�����������������������	�������
November(160December(21,(2011.(N=2,986(respondents(ages(16(and(older.(
Interviews(were(conducted(in(English(and(Spanish(and(on(landline(and(cells.("

As(shown(in(previous(reports,(e0book(reading(is(not(confined(to(dedicated(e0reading(devices,(such(as(e0
readers(or(tablets.4(This(is(especially(true(among(younger(e0book(readers.(In(fact,(a(majority(of(e0book(
readers(under(age(30(consume(their(e0books(on(a(desktop(or(laptop(computer;(the(second(most(popular(

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
4(!
������������0�������"�#(&'($�������)��http://libraries.pewinternet.org/2012/04/04/part040the0state0of0e0book0
reading(
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The EcoPerception Gap
By David Ropeik

Why do we worry too much about some environmental risks and not enough 

about others?

Fall 2012 (Vol 13 No 3)

Find more conservation classroom resources at conservationmagazine.org.

worksheet available online

What’s Inside:

Summary Questions
Discussion Questions
Advanced Activities 
Build Your Own Glossary

       Even though 
both instinct and 
reason have their 
say, instinct and 
emotions have the 
decided edge.

“ “
1. What does the author mean by the “perception gap”? (answer: In short, it is the 

disconnect between a person’s assessment of risk/danger of an activity and the 
actual risk/danger of that activity.) 

2. Explain the neurobiology behind this statement: “Our brains are hardwired to 
feel first and think second.” (answer: External stimuli reach the amygdala of the 
brain first, which, if it senses danger, sends out signals for a “fight or flight” re-
sponse. After the amygdala, the stimulus reaches the cortex, which is responsible 
for higher-order thinking, processing the details of the stimulus, and deciding on 
the reaction. The cortex process takes about 20 milliseconds in humans, during 
which the “fight or flight” response is already underway.) 

3. What are the three ways that information gets processed in an emotional way 
rather than logical way? (answer: 1. Loss aversion = we are more sensitive to, 
and more troubled by, loss than we are pleased by equivalent gain, 2. Repre-

SUMMARY QUESTIONS�

Conservation
Classroom Resources
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�DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

worksheet available online

sentative effect = how information fits into patterns of what we already know 
or believe, 3. Framing = the way information ‘feels’ to us is influenced by the 
context and meaning in which it is initially presented.) 

4. Give three examples of risk-perception factors and how they relate to a specific 
conservation issue. 

1. What makes the perception gap different from hypocrisy or lack of knowledge? 
The author lists three examples from his friends at the beginning of the article. 
Can you come up with a perception gap in yourself or an acquaintance? What 
factors have led you to process information related to this issue in an emotional 
way rather than logical? 

2. What is your reaction to the examples of loss aversion? Which is the more 
emotionally poignant slogan to you: “Stop the loss of the Amazonian rainfor-
est,” or “Save the Amazonian rainforest”? Look around for other examples used 
in marketing. 

3. How important is it to understand concepts in psychological risk assessment, 
such as loss aversion, representative effect, and information framing, when 
working in conservation science? Is it important enough for scientists to receive 
training in? 

4. The author lists his friends’ fears (mercury, nuclear power, and chemicals) as 
being particularly “scary,” while climate change, particulate air pollution, and 
ocean acidification are perceived as less scary. Do you agree? Is your reaction 
logical or based in emotion? List 10 more environmental issues, and then rank 
them in terms of scariness. Pass your un-ranked list to someone else for them to 
rank. Does your ranking agree with other group members’? Discuss your ranking 
and possible reasons for differences between individuals. 

5. Choose an environmental issue that you think does not receive enough attention 
or response from public attitude or policy. Evaluate how this issue falls into the 
categories of risk-perception factors given in the article. Pick one or two percep-
tion factors that you think could be influenced, and describe how a campaign/
discussion/information could be used to influence that risk perception factor. 

6. What is your reaction to the four categories of people’s cultural cognition 
(hierarchists, egalitarians, individualists, and communitarians)? What do you 

BUILD YOUR  
OWN GLOSSARY 

 � heuristics/biases
 � loss aversion
 � representative effect
 � framing an opinion
 � cultural cognition/
outlook

Conservation
Classroom Resources




